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NIN survey shows Cov1d-19 has slowed down

V NILESH @ Hyderabad

THE number of people who
were infected by Covid-19 in
Telangana increased around
40-fold from May toAugust. On
a positive note, the Hyderabad-
based National Institute of Nu-
trition has said that the rate of
infection spread in Telangana
is slow-paced and has attribut-
ed it to appropriate infection
control measures.

NIN on Thursday released re-
sults of the second round of
sero survey that it conducted
from August 26-27 in Jangaon,
Nalgonda and Kamareddy dis-
tricts. The first round of sero
survey was conducted by NIN
in the same districts, earlier in

May. For the second round of
sero survey in August, NIN col-
lected blood samples from 1,309

people, aged 10 years and above,’

from 30 villages in. the three
districts.

The blood samples were test-
ed to detect presence of anti-
bodies pertaining to the novel
Coronavirus.

In the sero survey, 18.2 per
cent people in Jangaon, 11.1
per cent in Nalgonda and 6.9
per cent in Kamareddy
tested positive.

In absolute num- .
bers, 83 out of 454
people in Jangaon,

47 out of 422 people
in Nalgonda and 30
out of 433 people in

- Kamareddy, tested positive for

the antibodies .

Compared to results from the
first sero survey in May, the
rise in the number of cases is
30-40 fold. In May, the number
of people who tested positive
were two in Jangaon and one

each in Nalgonda and
Kamareddy districts,
of the about 400 sam-
ples collected from

each district. The NIN in a me-
dia release revealing the sero
survey results said, “The re-
sults suggest that SARS Cov 2
(Covid-19) spread is occurring
at a slow pace, which could be
because of appropriate meas-
ures. However, large numbers
of people are still susceptible to
SARS Cov 2 infection. Hence,
all appropriate personal protec-
tion measures like wearing of
mask, personal hygiene and so-
cial distancing may be
continued.”

Around 50 personnel from
the NIN including scientists
and technicians were involved
in the sero survey, headed by Dr
Avula Laxmaiah, Scientist G
and ICMR Nodal Office. /




